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Board of Education
candidates meeting moved
to April 20
The meeting featuring candidates for the Board of Education
election will be on April 20, 7:00 pm, at the Junior League
Community Center, 617 Ninth Avenue. Each candidate will be
allowed to make an opening statement Afterwards the audience
will submit questions on cards to the moderator, Martha
Woodward, who will ask the questions. Note - the meeting
date was changed after our last bulletin went to press.
The meeting is sponsored by the Huntington HeraldDispatch, Huntington Club of National Association of Negro
Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc.,* the Junior
League of Huntington and the League of Women Voters. The
public is invited.
Please invite friends to the candidates meeting and be prepared
to ask questions.

VOTERS SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Terri Waldeck is giving Get Out the Vote speeches to Head
Start Mothers.
Before the May 12 primary election the Herald-Dispatch will
publish answers to questionnaires the League has submitted to
candidates.

ACTION ALERT Contact Representative Rahall and Senators Byrd and
Rockefeller urging them to support payment of U.S. arrears to
the UN. The US currently owes the UN more than a billion
dollars in unpaid dues. Our UN dues are legal treaty
obligations that we are failing to honor. The international
credibility of the US, the ability of the President to conduct
US foreign policy, and the financial viability of the UN are all
at stake.
Last year, an agreement between the President and Congress
on an arrears payment plan collapsed when its passage w ^
linked to an unrelated dispute over abortion. Payment of our
UN arrears is too important to be held hostage to an unrelated
political dispute. The UN provides an invaluable forum for
collectively addressing an inaeasing number of threats that
transcend national borders, such as disease, terrorism, nuclear
proliferation, drug trafficking, and environmental degradation.

ACTION ALERT
Saving the Blackwater Canyon
Saving the Blackwater Canyon from timbering and housing
development is critical to West Virginians who treasure this
"crown jewel". A timber company now owns the Canyon. A
resolution was introduced in the WV Legislature asking the
Division of Natural Resources to assemble a special task force of
affected parties and representatives of interested organizations to
formulate a comprehensive plan for acquiring the Blackwater
Canyon as a recreation, wildlife, and scenic resource for the
citizens of WV and visitors. The resolution did not pass. The
canyon attractions include;
* Blackwater Falls State Park attracts 750,000 visitors/year who
spend $2.5 million.
* The Blackwater River drops 136 feet per mile on its wild
tumble 8 miles to Hendricks, creating spectacular views of
mountainsides and waterfalls.
*A proposed trail link to the American Discovery Trail,
originally routed through Pennsylvania, has been rerouted
through the scenic Blackwater Canyon.
* The Canyon is the home of the endangered northern flying
squirrel and Cheat Mountain salamander
"►The area’is used by hikers, bikers, picnickers, fishers, hunters,
birders, biologists, nature lovers, boaters, writers, artists, and
sightseers.^
Those who want^o work for the preservation of the Canyon are
contacting Senator Rockefeller and Governor Underwood, either
individually or by a petition. Contact Helen Gibbins, 736-3287,
if you wish to help.

ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS Governor Cecil Underwood, Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV
25305.
Congressman Nick Rahall II, 2307 Rayburn Building,
Washington, DC 20515; 202-225-3452.
Senator Robert C. Byrd, 311 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510; 202-224-3954.
Senator John D. Rockefeller IV, 109 Hart Senate Office
BuUding, Washington, DC 20510; 202-224-6472.

A G REAT BIG THANK YOU - to Mary Anderson
who cooked the delicious dinner for our annual meeting; and to
Rose Riter for the scrumptious brownies.

ACTION ALERT

_

Bipartisan, true campaign finance reform is the top action issue for
the League. Urge Congressman Rahall to sign the Campaign Finance
Reform Discharge Petition.
Last year, House Speaker Newt Gingrich promised that there would be
"a very fair, bipartisan process o f voting" on campaign finance reform
legislation this spring. The Speaker did not follow through on that
commitment. Worried that bipartisan legislation offered by Reps.
Chris Shays (R CT) and Marty Meehan (D MA) would attract enough
bipartisan support to pass, the House leadership blocked it from being
offered. The Shays-Meehan bill is the House version o f the Senate bill
offered by John McCain (R AZ) and Russ Feingold (D WI).
Instead o f a vote on the Shays-Meehan biU, votes were only allowed
on Republican legislation. No votes on bipartisan bills were allowed.
Amendments were prohibited. Fortunately, reform supporters have
organized a discharge petition that w ill force votes on a variety of
reform bills, including the bipartisan Shays-Meehan bill.
In the House of Representatives, the leadership o f the majority party
controls which bills are brought to the floor to be voted on. The House
leadership has made clear they w ill not bring to the floor any
bipartisan-campaign refoim-hilLthatJias the vatesaQ--pass. Jlow ever, a __
discharge petition signed by a majority o f House members allows
customary procedures to be bypassed. The campaign finance reform
discharge petition would automatically bring to the floor seven major
bills, including"ones offered by Republicans, Democrats and bipartisan
coalitions for fair debate and votes. To take effect, the petition must be
signed by 218 House members. As o f April 2, the petition had been
signed by 196 members. The discharge petition doe§ not expire until
the end o f the 105th Congress. Talking points:
♦ The House has not yet had an opportunity to vote on real bipartisan
campaign reform like the Shays-Meehan bill that bans national and
state party soft money, closes the sham issue advocacy loophole and
improves election law enforcement. The discharge petition is the only
way to force votes on real reform. Citizens deserve to know where their
elected officials stand on real reform.
* There was not "a very fair, bipartisan process" as Speaker Gingrich
promised. No amendments were allowed. Votes on bipartisan bills
were blocked. Debate was restricted. Special rules were applied that
required a two-thirds vote to pass any legislation, turning the principle
o f majority rule on its head.
Congressman Nick Rahall II - 522-6425, Huntington; 202-2253452, Washington; 2307 Rayburn Building, Washington, DC 20515;
e-mail nrahall@ mail.house.gov; FAX - 202-225-9061.
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A pril 20, 7:00 pm. Junior League Community
Center - Candidates for Board of Education
April 21, 6 p.m., Huntington Civic Arena, Cabell
Wayne Summit for our Children.
April 27, 11:30 ajn. Huntington Area LWV Board
Meeting, Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church
May 2, State Council, Clarksburg, WV
May 3, Candidates for Justice of the Supreme Court
and for Congress, WPB Y-33 and WV public radio
May 14, Primary Election
May 18, Update on Cabell County Schools' Strategic
Plan

CABELL-WAYNE SUMMIT
FOR OUR CHILDREN
April 21y 6 - 8:30 pm,
Huntington Civic Arena
The puipose of the event is to:
* Show what the needs are for at-risk youth in our
community.
* Attract volunteers to assist-our at-risk youth.
The number of young people NOT on the road to
becoming successful, contributing adults is at a crisis
level in America. Teen pregnancy, drug use, juvenile
crime, and dropout rates are much too high. Violence in
schools and homes is too common. We must focus
attention on the need to find
solutions to identify and help high-risk youth become
productive citizens.
<For more information, contact Cabell-Wayne
Family Resource Network, 697-0255.

Anne Csernica

has sent out 69 questionnaires
for the next election. Please go out and vote.

The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization
that encourage^ the informed and active participation o f
citizens in government and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
Membership in the
League is open to women and men o f voting age. Annual
dues, not tax deductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in
one h ou sehold.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer,
706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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